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Chapter  Nine 

Fulfilment  of  Agreements  and 
Covenants  with  Non-Muslims 
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88/i.  ’Umar  b.  al-Khattab  ^ stated  (the  following  legacy  before  his 
martyrdom): 

“I  counsel  him  [the  ruler]  to  uphold  the  guarantee  of  Allah  and 
His  Messenger  Jk,  and  to  fulfil  the  terms  of  their  treaty,  and  to  fight 
in  their  defence.  I also  counsel  him  not  to  overburden  them  with  more 
than  they  can  bear.”* 1 

Reported  by  al-Bukharl  and  Ibn  Abl  Shayba,  Ibn  ibban  and 
al-Qurashl. 
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•y/i.  Sulaym  b.  cAmir  related: 


k 


Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh , 3:1m  §2887  and  1:469  §1328.  ®Ibn 

i Shayba  in  al-Musannaf ’ 7:436  §37059.  •Ibn  ibban  in  al-Sahih,  15:354 
17.  •al-Qurashi  in  al-Kbaraj,  p.  80  §232. 


108  I Relations  of  Muslims  and  Non-Muslims 

“There  was  a treaty  between  Mirawiya  and  the  Byzantines,  and 
he  (Mucawiya)  approached  their  land  so  he  could  attack  them  when  the 
treaty  would  end.  Suddenly,  he  saw  a man  on  a horse,  saying:  ‘Allah 
is  the  Greatest!  Fulfil  the  promise;  do  not  break  it!’  And  when  they 
looked,  they  found  that  he  was  ‘Amr  b.  ‘Abasa.  Mucawiya  questioned 
him  (about  that),  and  Amr  said:  ‘I  heard  Allah’s  Messenger  say: 
“When  one  has  a treaty  with  a people,  he  must  not  breach  it  until  its 
term  comes  to  an  end  or  they  openly  declare  the  cancellation  of  the 
treaty  equally  in  retribution.”’  Upon  hearing  that,  Mu'awiya  returned 
with  his  troops.”1 

Reported  by  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal,  al-Tirmidhl  (the  wording  is 
his)  and  al-TayalisI.  Al-Tirmidhi  said:  “This  is  a fine  authentic 
tradition.” 


1 Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  anbal  in  al-Musnad,  4:111  §17056.  •al-Tirmidhl  in 
al-Sunan , 4:143  §1580.  •al-TayalisI  in  al-Musnad,  1:157  §1155- 


